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Message from the President/ceo 
 

I am very proud to inform the public that Burn 
Survivors Throughout the world, Inc. (bsttw) 
reached most of their goals during 2005. BSTTW 
rebuilt many lives and took part in increasing fire 
safety education in many areas around the world. 
Also in 2005 BSTTW joined the Presidents 
Volunteer Service Award Program, and continued 
as a member of the Local Independent Charities of 
America, the Combined Federal Campaign and the 

United Way.   

During the first half of 2005 BSTTW joined the Presidents 
Volunteer Service Award Program (PVSAP). The PVSAP is an 
initiative of the President’s Council on Service and Civic 
Participation. The PVSAP, honors individuals who volunteer with 
United States registered volunteer services. The PVSAP takes 
part in encouraging kids, teenagers, adults and companies to 
volunteer, help others in need, raise funds for non profit 
organizations and join non profit organizations like BSTTW.  

 
In June 2005, BSTTW and the Worldwide Women Artists 
Organization (WWAO) had the BSTTW Beauty for Ashes Charity 
Art Auction on eBay Giving Works. The auction was a success. 
Then in July 2005 Nguyen Thi Dieu Tran and I met with Jess Clarke, 
Jr., the founder and owner of Miracle of Aloe and the Aloe 
Foundation. We discussed BSTTW, Miracle of Aloe and a medical 
study BSTTW was planning at the Assiut Burn Center in Assiut, 
Egypt. The three of us met several times during the summer of 
2005. Then In September 2005 the Aloe Foundation informed 
BSTTW that they would like to take part in and help fund the 
BSTTW Agnijith vs. Miracle Ointment Aloe Vera First Aid Study 
(BAAS). In October the Aloe Foundation donated 525 jars of 
Miracle Ointment to the BAAS and shipped all to the Assiut Burn 
Center in Assiut, Egypt.  
 
In November 2005 BSTTW began preparing a return trip to Viet Nam. 
The trip was planned for February 2006. I personally made the 
contacts needed to gather the medical supplies, medical equipment 
and medical treatment to the burn victims and burn survivors in Viet 
Nam. BSTTW, the French-Vietnamese Hospital (FVH) in Ho Chi Minh 
City Viet Nam, the Gottfried Medical, Inc. and Miracle of Aloe from 
the USA and the Arya Vaidya Pharmacy from India joined the BSTTW 
Team and agreed to collaborate and offer the help needed to 
several burn victims and burn survivors in Viet Nam. 
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In November and December 2005 BSTTW had the BSTTW Rebuilding 
Lives Auction (BRLA) on eBay giving works. Again several artists, 
actors, musicians and athletes donated a percentage of their sales 
and/or items to be sold in the BRLA.  

At the end of 2005, BSTTW was preparing several new grant 
proposals in order to gather the funding needed to continue and 
increase the organizations work for the burn survivor 
community and the public world wide.  
 
I personally ask all of you to please donate to BSTTW. 
donations, volunteers and public support are very important 
parts of BSTTW continuing to offer the life changing services 
to the burn survivor community and public education. Many 
individuals and families are including BSTTW in their last will and 
testaments. Your support will permit BSTTW to continue the 
necessary link between aftercare resources and those that need 
them. This connection enhances the likelihood of a successful 
recovery from a burn injury. Your commitment is an important 
part of the transition from a burn victim to a burn survivor.  
 

Michael Appleman, CEO 
 

BSTTW Mission  
 

Burn Survivors 
Throughout the 
World, Inc. is 
Dedicated to 
rebuilding the 
lives of burn 
survivors, their 
family, fire 
prevention and 
public education. 
 
 
 

The amazing thing is that despite of all heartaches and pains and tortures of life, we 
humans thrive, we live and we prevail. 
 
Shirin Juwaley 
Shirin Juwaley 
Burn Survivor 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Mailing addresses: 
 
USA 
Burn Survivors Throughout The World, Inc. 
650 N Beneva Road #305 
Sarasota, Florida 34232 
 
Mexico   
BSTTW-COAH 
Callel Aldama #478 Pte. 
Zona Centro C.P. 25000 
Saltillo, Coahuila  
Mexico 
 
Viet Nam 
BSTTW                                                                                 Assiut Burn Center 
59/18A Pham Viet Chanh                                                                   
Quan 1                                                                                                       
Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam 

                                                                                                                                                      
Telephone Numbers: 

                                                                          
USA 
Main Office: 941-364-8457                                                 
Toll Free: 800-503-8058 
Fax: 941-364-8441                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                   
Mexico                                                                              
Main Office: 52-844-4120340 
                                                                 Taiwan International Burn Camp 
Viet Nam                                                                     
Main Office: 84-903644866                             
                    

 
 
                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 

 
BSTTW Fund Raising Car Wash 
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ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Burn Survivors Throughout The World, Inc. (BSTTW) is an 
International 501 (c)(3) Non Profit Organization which is 
currently working in Africa, Argentina, Canada, Egypt, France, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Hong Kong, India, Iraq, Mexico, 
Pakistan, Peru, Slovenia, Spain, Tanzania, the UK, the United 
States and Viet Nam.  
 
BSTTW offers membership, a peer support team, Education, 
advocacy, medical referrals, a free medical treatment program, 
medical equipment, legal referrals and public awareness for the 
burn survivor community and the public world wide.  
 
On the internet BSTTW offers membership profiles, a support 
team in Arabic, English, Spanish and Vietnamese, email lists in 
English and Spanish, weekly scheduled emergency and public 
chats, articles, stories, pictures, poems, polls, newsletters, 
message boards and links. 
 
 
 
 
As a burn survivor, I can understand the pain that you all might be going through or 
have gone through during your life. The most important thing that I do know is that if 
I was able to find what is needed to become and remain a burn survivor, you can do 
the same. 
 
Something that you should always remember is that suffering a burn injury or any 
other accident during your life, you are still alive. You did not loose our life. If you 
have not realized this yet, I ask you to please search within yourself, and find your 
purpose in life. Whatever that purpose is, you need to reach for that goal. Do not 
allow the pain, the burn or any other type of injury to stop you from accomplishing 
that goal! If you worry, you are allowing the negative ideas and emotions to take 
control. The end result is negative. The only changes that this can make, is for you to 
take steps backwards.  
 
Monika Sethi    
Monika Sethi 
Burn Survivor 
BSTTW Representative                                                                              
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Board of Directors 
 

 
Michael Appleman – CEO, Treasurer 
 
In 2005 Mr. Appleman continued using his skills 
and personal charm to help BSTTW reach their              
goals, continue to rebuild lives and educating 
the public. 
 
 
Nguyen Thi Dieu Tran – Vice President 
 
      With Ms. Dieu Tran’s expertise the BSTTW 
board is able to continue making the decisions 
required to maintain and increase the work and 
funds needed.  
 
 
 
Nguyen Cong Thien – Secretary 
 
     During 2005 Mr. Cong Thien offered the 
support and made the contacts needed for 
BSTTW to increase their work in Viet Nam and 
all of Asia.  
 
 

 
Ariel Gonzalez – Member at Large  
 
       In 2005 Mr. Gonzalez, representing BSTTW, 
started working with the Fire Chiefs in 
Coahuila, Mexico in order to educate the public 
on fire safety and to lower the number of 
deaths and injuries.  
 
 

 

 
                Hussain: Pakistan          Home Fire Canada            Khiem: Viet Nam 
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Advocacy...education...support…rebuilding lives 
 
Advocacy 
 
BSTTW views advocacy as one of the most important areas of 
rebuilding and saving lives. Often individuals and family members 
who suffer the emotional and physical effects of a burn injury 
or death find meaning in their experience by volunteering with 
BSTTW, offering support, friendship to other burn survivors and 
family members and becoming advocates for the changes needed 
to help others.   
         
BSTTW continues to work with the National Association of State 
Fire Marshals in the USA and The Fire Chiefs in Coahuila, Mexico. 
In 2005 BSTTW began working with the Fire Chiefs in Assiut, 
Egypt. BSTTW Volunteers have translated the BSTTW Fire Safety 
Materials (BFSM) and other important information educational 
and support materials into 12 different languages. The BFSM is 
used by families, schools, children, companies and the general 
public in order to increase fire safety and to lower the number 
of fires, injuries, deaths and property damage.  
 
All BSTTW volunteers are eligible to apply for and receive the 
BSTTW Volunteer Certificate and the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award.   
 
 
 
BSTTW Online 
 
It’s really awesome to find another website that helps support burn survivors. On 
May 2nd 2001 I had the worst day of my life. I woke up like any other day. After I 
proceeded to get out of the shower, I noticed a funny smell threw out the house. The 
entire house was filled with gas. My son went running into the living room and my 
daughter was still on the bed. The entire house exploded. I had glass fly in my face 
and I was severely flash flame burned. I was not so concerned with myself but I 
wanted to make sure the kids were ok. I went and got the baby and when I got 
outside with her my son was already out with someone who heard the explosion from 
down the street. I was air lifted to UCSD burn unit in San Diego. I was in a coma for a 
month and in the hospital for a total of 3 months. I was only 22 years old. I was 
burned 53% of my body. My scars are my war scars reminding everyday that I fought 
a battle and won. And I am a survivor! 
 
Angel Vemich 
Angel Vemich 
Burn Survivor 
 
 
 



 

Advocacy…..Education….Support….Rebuilding Lives                              
Burn Survivors Throughout the World, Inc. 

Annual Report 2005 

Education 
      
 

- BSTTW Fire Safety Materials 
- Articles & Stories 
- Medical Studies 
- Medical Internship Program  
- Public Awareness 
- Support Group Awareness 

 
 

 
Support 

  
- Face to Face, On line  & Telephone 

Peer Support Teams 
- Burn Survivor Community Reentry 

Program  
- BSTTW offers support at Burn units 

In Different Areas of The   World    
- Medical referrals 
- Medical equipment & Supplies 
- Medical treatment program 
- BSTTW Music CD 
- BSTTW Internet E-Lists and Message 

Boards 
       
Rebuilding lives 

     
- BSTTW Medical Internship Program 
- Family Education 
- Fire Safety Information                                                            
- Help in the Production of Hospital 

Burn Units                         
- School Education  
- Fund Raising 
- Informative Newsletters, 

Educational Information, Articles & 
Stories 
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Burned…Do Not Play With Fire 
 
“I went to the baby and there were no flames near him at the time. I tried to pick him 
up but my hands were badly burned.... I couldn't pick him up. I pushed with my 
entire body the chair as far away from the flames as possible. By this time he had 
stopped crying. I then ran into the dining room. 
 
The paramedics got me into the ambulance swiftly and I was fighting and asking over 
and over again if the baby was all right?" Of course they were so busy with me they 
did not know about the baby.  
 
I still had surgery after surgery and therapy treatment constantly. I felt like it would 
never be over.  
 
Now I am older and there are the aspects of it is much harder to get girls with the 
burn scars and I am sure as I go on in life more problems will come up all because I 
am burned.  
 
So remember, when you start a fire you can hurt and kill others, not just destroy 
property. My brothers had to learn that the hard way. They started this fire and 
everyday that they see me they know I am a Burn Survivor because of them. “ 

 
Kevin Daly 
Kevin Daly 
Burn Survivor 
                                                    

 
BSTTW Medical Internship Program 

  
The BSTTW Medical Internship Program was founded by Michael 
Appleman in 2002. In 2003 BSTTW send three medical students 
from the University of Chicago to the French-Vietnamese 
Hospital in Viet Nam. Since then BSTTW has started to work with 
several hospitals from around the world to offer the BSTTW 
Medical Internship Program (BMIP). You can learn more about the 
BMIP and begin the application process at 
http://www.burnsurvivorsttw.org/internship/medical/infernmorm.html.  
 

BSTTW Support Team and Emergency Contacts 
 

BSTTW offers a support team that is available to meet any burn 
survivor or family member that is in need of advocacy, support, 
friendship or information. If it is within driving distance, the 
BSTTW support team member will meet with the individual(s) face 
to face, if not the meeting can be done by telephone or in the 
private BSTTW Support Team Chat Room. BSTTW can be reached 
by telephone at 941-364-8457, toll free at 800-503-8058 or by 
using the internet BSTTW Support Team E-Form that can be found 
at www.burnsurvivorsttw.org/eforms/supportemail.html.  
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The BSTTW support team also takes part in creating and 
sustaining burn support groups. Most communities do not have a 
support group. BSTTW is in need of public support and funding in 
order to continue creating and sustaining the support groups 
needed to rebuild the lives of people who suffer a burn injury 
and their family members.   
 
Any burn survivor, family member, burn unit, doctor, firefighter, 
county, military, state or federal department has an emergency 
BSTTW can be reached by either using the BSTTW Emergency E-
Form at www.burnsurvivorsttw.org/eforms/emergemail.html or by 
calling  BSTTW at 941-364-8457 or toll free at 800-503-8058.  
 

 
BSTTW Website 

 
In 2005 BSTTW increased the support and educational 
information on their internet site. By the end of 2005, BSTTW 
was offering a BSTTW Spanish Email List, a BSTTW Spanish 
Support Chat Room, BSTTW Fire Safety Education Materials in 
Twelve Languages, educational materials, stories, poems, the 
BSTTW Fund Raising Information and movies for the WBC’s and 
BSTTW Fund Raising Events.   
 
 

 
 

BSTTW 2005 Website site averages: 
 

 Visitors Per Month                   56,720 
 Pages Viewed Per Month:    346,564 
 Pages Per Visitor:                         10.36 
Total Hits Per Month:           587,474 
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How To Win Despite Being Burned Up 
 
It’s what you do afterward that counts like Burn Survivors Throughout The World, 
Inc. (BSTTW). You have to learn to dust yourself off after being burned. Your burns 
may look really awful and the brain plays mental tricks on you but we get over our 
mistakes in time and go on.  
 
Lita Duckworth 
Lita Duckworth 
Burn Survivor 

 
BSTTW Community News 

BSTTW Rebuilding Lives 
 

The BSTTW Community News (BCN) is a quarterly newsletter that 
updates the burn survivor community and the public on BSTTW’s 
work, medical updates, donations and fire safety. The BCN also 
offers burn survivor stories, poems and contact information. 
The BCN is distributed and available on the BSTTW internet site.  
 

How you can help BSTTW 
 
Burn Survivor Community: 
 
Each day more than three thousand individuals from around the 
world suffer a burn injury. When an individual suffers a burn 
injury their life and their family members lives change forever. 
They need medical treatment and the support, advocacy and 
education that BSTTW offers. Most communities do not have a 
burn unit or a support group. Most burn survivors do not know 
what their future will be like. For some they will have to fight 
insecurities, deal with pain both physical and psychological, 
future surgeries, physical and occupational therapy. A burn 
survivor usually wonders how others will ever understand what 
life is like. With your help through donations and volunteer 
work, they can get the help needed to rebuild their lives.  
 
What can I do? 
 

There are many ways you can help 
BSTTW. Individuals, families, 
corporations, companies, schools, 
governments and churches can offer 
their services, donate financially, 
support a burn survivor, run a BSTTW 
support group in your area, take part in 
starting a BSTTW yearly children’s burn 

camp in either the USA, Asia or Egypt, put together a garage sale, 
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host a BSTTW Yearly Fund Raising Concert, host a BSTTW Yearly 
Fund Raising Walkathon or host a BSTTW Yearly BSTTW Fund 
Raising Golf tournament. You may want to join the BSTTW 
Support Team, drive a burn survivor to his/her medical treatment 
or help a burn survivor get the medications and/or medical 
equipment needed to recover. These are just a few of the areas 
you can volunteer with BSTTW and help people that suffer a 
burn injury and their family members.  
 
Offer Your Time and Specialty: 
 
Every one of us has a special talent. Both burn survivors and 
non burn survivors are needed to volunteer with BSTTW. During 
2005 Many companies, actors and musicians offered their 
products and services to BSTTW. With their support BSTTW 
reached many of their goals and rebuilt many lives. 
  
If you are willing to donate an item or your time and specialty to 
BSTTW, you will join the BSTTW TEAM who continues to do God’s 
work, which is, to continue to offer the services, friendship, 
support and love needed to people who suffer a burn injury, 
their family members, helping our children and taking part in the 
world’s future. 
 

Survival 
 

After the burn injury did I want to survive? 
Was life worth the changes I could not hide? 

 
Surgeries pain and always stuck in the bed 

Would it be better to be dead? 
 

As a burn survivor will you support me? 
Will you tell me the recovery path you took? 

 
Will this help me?  

Will I be able to close this horrible book? 
 

These questions I asked myself each and every day 
Because I could not find the help to show me the way 

 
If you can answer them please let me know 

Then maybe I will understand the path I have to go 
 

Michael Appleman 
Michael Appleman 

Burn Survivor 
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Make a Gift: 
 
You may want to make a cash donation, donate a car or van, 
house, office space, office equipment, medical equipment, medical 
or other services, clothes, storage space, add BSTTW to your 
last will and testament or donate a percentage of your court 
settlement. Many Companies, churches, hospitals, county offices 
have offered space for a support group or a fund raising event. 
Radio and television stations, newspapers and magazines have 
donated free advertisements for an event and/or BSTTW.   
 
BSTTW has even received donated items from well known actors 
and musicians have donated items that can be used to raise funds 
in an auction or be given to a burn survivor in order to raise their 
spirits, strength and love of life.  
 
BSTTW Funds: 
 
You specify which area you would like BSTTW to use your 
donation. Below is a list of the BSTTW Funds. 
 
BSTTW General Fund 
Bishop Peter Nguyen Van Nho World Wide Burned Children’s Fund 
BSTTW Dwight Lunkley racing To Victory Fund 
BSTTW Asian Children Burn Camp Fund                      
BSTTW Egyptian Children Burn Camp Fund 
BSTTW USA Children Burn Camp Fund 
BSTTW Viet Nam Fund 
BSTTW World Burn Congress Fund 
 
Anyone who donates $25.00 or higher to BSTTW, can request a 
BSTTW Music CD free of charge.  
 
You do not have to be a burn survivor or family member to 
volunteer your time  or become a BSTTW Member.  Anyone 
volunteering with BSTTW will not only be taking part in 
rebuilding and saving lives, all BSTTW volunteers will be doing 
god’s work.   
 
BSTTW Membership: 
 
How To Become A BSTTW Member: 
 
All burn survivors and family members, if unable to financially 
afford the yearly membership fee, can request the membership fee 
to be waived. BSTTW has several different membership levels. 
Membership fees can be submitted securely on the internet by 
credit card, or paypal. You can also choose to send your 
personal or business check or money order by mail. To learn 
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more about becoming a BSTTW Member go to  
http://www.burnsurvivorsttw.org/membership/memform.html.  If you 
would not like to be listed on the internet in the BSTTW Profiles 
you can find and print the BSTTW Membership form at 
http://www.burnsurvivorsttw.org/membership/memmailform.ht
ml. fill out and mail the BSTTW Membership form along with your 
membership fee to the address listed on the form.  
 
Many individuals are adding Burn Surviviors Throughout The 
World, Inc. to their Last will and testament in order to offer 
BSTTW the funding and items needed to continue doing God’s 
work.  
 
Membership Fees: 
 
Burn Survivor Membership                                                   $25.00  
Associate (Family Member, Friend)                                    $50.00  
Professional (Caregiver, Medical, Paramedical)   $125.00  
Institutional Membership  
         (Burn Unit, Burn Foundation, Fire Dept.)           $150.00  
 
 

Support BSTTW  

Donate 

Volunteer 

Take Part In Rebuilding LIVES 
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BSTTW Financial Information* 
 

 
*Revenue 
 
2005 Total Revenue 
        $42,973. 
 

 
 

 
 
2005 Total Expenses 
         $15,344. 

                                                                  
                     USA                                               Egypt                                     Slovenia                          
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Comparison of 2005 Income and Expenses 
 

 
 
 

Cash On Hand As Of December 31, 2005                                      
         General Fund                                                   $2,321.38 
          Viet Nam Fund                                                  11,054.83 
          Paypal Account                                                    162.50 
          Bishop Peter Nguyen Van 
               Nho World Wide Burned 
               Children’s Fund                                              850.00 
             World Burn Congress                                  402.19 
              Children’s Burn Camp:  
                     Asia                                                                      66.97 
           Cash On Hand 
                      General Fund                                                  6.00 
                      Viet Nam Fund                                               13.00 
          Dwight Lunkley Racing To Victory            114.93 
               Total Cash On Hand                            $14,992.52 
 
Medical Equipment & Medical Supplies 
Agnijith 200 90 gm bottles                                  4,000.00 
Miracle Ointment 520 2 oz                                   4,622.20 
Medical Supplies for BAAS                                   2,000.00 
Electric Wheelchair                                                3,000.00 
Prosanol 100 3.5 oz. Cans                                       525.00 
   Total Medical Equipment & Supplies       $14,147.20 
 
* all figures are unaudited 


